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LEGAL MEASURES RELATING TO ONLINE IDENTITY THEFT: A COMPARATIVE STUDY
OF THAI AND THE U.S. LAWS
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Abstract

The aims of this study were 1) to study the classification of behavioral patterns of online identity
theft of personal data. 2) study the legal measures of Thailand and the United States regarding online
identity theft of personal data according to 3 groups of laws according to the scope of the research 3)
study the interpretation and application of Thai and US laws on online identity theft of personal data by
using frame work of behavioral pattern of this crime. This qualitative research used documentary analysis

by comparing content of laws, articles and literatures of Thai and The U.S. laws.
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The research finding.

The results indicated that 1) Online identity theft of personal data could be classified into 3
stages: acquisition of data, interference or manipulation of data and use of personal data 2) Thailand
legal system currently does not have a specific law for online identity theft of personal data in contrast
with the United States which enacted specific laws for this crime. 3) The Computer Crimes Act can be
applied to certain stages especially data acquisition but the results is a limitation in terms of action
elements, not covering actions in the action on the data before use and the use of the data. But the
United States defines such offenses with an offense component covering all 3 steps of identity theft.
Therefore, the researcher proposes policy suggestions for amending the law by using the United States

law as a model in order to cover the 3 steps of online identity theft.
Keywords: Personal data, Online-identity theft, Computer Crime Law, Personal Data Protection Law
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