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A study of problems and needs of parents and teachers in the understanding of gifted

students' learning, affective, and social behaviors*
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Abstract

This study investigated problems and needs
of parents and teachers in the understanding of
learning, affective, and social behaviors of gifted
students in primary and secondary schools. It was
under a research project that sought to develop
learning innovation for parents and teachers of gifted
learners. There were 111 participants which comprised
parents of gifted children and teachers of gifted
students in schools that provided education for the gifted
in Bangkok metropolitan area. Research instruments
were questionnaires that surveyed problems and needs
of parents and teachers in the understanding of gifted
students' learning, affective, and social behaviors. Data

were analyzed using descriptive information.

THITITOUAT WIS ANEINLAY 81

Results

Data from this study showed that parents of
gifted studying in primary and secondary schools
agreed unanimously that disinterest in learming was a
major problem among the gifted learmers. Parents of
gifted students in the primary school level added that
their gifted children were prone to be single minded in
subjects that they were personally interested in. Interms
of social behaviors, parents of gifted children in
primary schools expressed their concerns in two
aspects: 1) tendency towards isolation, and 2)
preference for sociability. However, parents of the gifted
youth in secondary schools were apprehensive about
their children's preference for sociability. Primary and
secondary school leachers of gifted students reported
a concern in gifted students' lack of interest in learning.
In light of affective and social behaviors, teachers stated
that gifted students were likely to be short-tempered
and introverted, respectively. Parents and teachers of
gifted students studying in the primary and secondary
school levels expressed their desires to gain
knowledge about attentiveness in learning and
self-control. In the social behavior aspect, parents
wanted to have a better understanding of social skills
whereas teachers would appreciate knowledge re-

garding friendship among the gifted.

Keywords: gifted children, learning behaviors, affective

behaviors, social behaviors
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