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The Use of New Media Technology to Spread Buddh'ism in Thailand 4.0
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Abstract

Buddhism has been around in Thailand for a long time. It plays a crucial role in the Thai
way of life as it is integrated into Thai beliefs and local culture. The retention of Buddhism partly
depends on Buddhist apostles who continually preach Lord Buddha’s teaching (Dhamma) and its
adaptation to social contexts in each period of time. There are many ways to spread Buddhism such
as monk edification, discussion, debate, article writing, etc. This process is vital to determining wheth-
er Buddhism prospers or deteriorates. Since media technology was introduced, it has been employed
by Buddhist monk in the process of spreading Buddhism along with the traditional ways. Apart from
TV and radio broadcasting, Buddhist prayer and Dhamma lectures are recorded in various mediums,
from cassette tapes to CDs and finally MP3s today. In 2007, Internet, the new media technology has
changed the way of spreading Buddhism significantly. There is an increase in creating websites by

Buddhist organizations and famous monks. Therefore the spread of Buddhism in Thailand has been
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improved by the use of new media. For example:
Facebook, Line, YouTube, Instagram and Twitter.
New media became popular as it can easily reach
a sizeable group of Buddhists to study Buddhism
without time and space limitation. However, to
use new media technology efficiently, moral and
ethics have to be considered. The Buddhist

Dhamma must not be distorted from Tripitaka.
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